
Vermont News 23 January 2026 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

It has been a fantastic week across the school, with children engaging really well in all lessons 

and demonstrating clear progress and achievement. Our Enrichment Programme continues to 

prove hugely popular, giving children valuable time to enjoy a wide range of exciting 

experiences. Activities such as swimming, visits to activity centres and sessions at Pinkmead 

have been particularly enjoyed and are helping to enrich learning even further - helping children 

to develop their confidence, independence and resilience.  

It is with great sadness that I write to inform you of my upcoming departure as Interim 

Headteacher at Vermont. I have loved working alongside you and your children. Please do come 

and speak to me over the coming weeks if you have any questions.   

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. If you have any thoughts, concerns, or ideas, 

please don’t hesitate to share them with us at tellus@vermontschool.co.uk. 

With best wishes,  

Louisa & The Vermont Team 



 



 

Reminders 

Some key reminders: 

• Children should refrain from bringing personal toys into school. This is because we do 

not want them getting lost or broken as this causes a lot of upset.  

• Children should please bring plastic water bottles only, as metal water bottles are not 

permitted in school. 

• With the wet weather forecast to continue, please could children come into school with 

a spare change of clothes and a pair of wellington boots, where possible. 

• A transition letter from Polygon has been sent home this week   



 

Attendance  

 

Each week we celebrate attendance. Our target is 90% 

Our whole school attendance this week was 89% 



Our class smashing attendance targets this week are: Tigers 100% 

Attendance HERO (Here Everyday Ready On Time)  

Tigers are our HERO class this week! Tigers will enjoy cakes today to celebrate their attendance. 

Well done! 

You will receive an email every Friday with your child’s attendance percentage. This is to help 

keep you informed and up to date on your child’s attendance throughout the school year. 

This year, we are placing a strong focus on attendance, as we know how important it is for every 

child’s learning, progress, and wellbeing. Please know that our Attendance Lead, Sian, is here to 

offer support and guidance if you have any questions or concerns about your child’s 

attendance.    

Our Learning  

 

In English we are reading The New Kid by Jerry Craft.  

It is a friendly, relatable graphic novel about a boy named Jordan who starts at a new school and 

learns how to fit in while staying true to himself. Through colourful illustrations and humour, it 

explores themes like friendship, confidence, and understanding differences. 



Geography 

This term in Geography, children will be learning all about Southampton as a city by the sea. 

They will explore the city’s rivers and coastline, discover how the port works, and learn why 

ships, trade and travel are so important to Southampton. Through maps, photographs and 

hands-on activities, pupils will build a strong understanding of their local area and how it 

connects to the wider world, developing curiosity, confidence and pride in the city they live in. 

National Storytelling Week 

 

From 2nd–6th February, Vermont School will be taking part in National Storytelling Week. 

During the week, children will enjoy fun storytelling activities that help them listen to, share, 

and enjoy stories in different ways. This year’s theme, Soundtrack Your Story, will help pupils 

explore how music and sounds can bring stories to life. Activities will take place in the 

afternoons so that daily routines stay the same. We will also be sharing photos to show how the 

children celebrated storytelling at school. 



Headteacher Award 

 

Freddie K  - Rhinos  

For showing patience and resilience to improve your handwriting, Well done, we are so proud 

of you  

Turtles 

 

It has been a busy start to the spring term for Turtles, with so much amazing learning going on! 

We have really enjoyed our cooking sessions where we have been learning how to make 

different types of bread. We have made plain white bread rolls and also flat breads spiced with 

cumin. The flat breads have been the favourite so far! We can’t wait to see what bread type we 

will be making next. 



Our alternative provision this half term is visiting Pinkmead Equestrian Farm to look after the 

horses and ponies there. We have been learning how to safely groom and care for the horses, 

explored the different equipment needed to ride them and even had a go at sitting on saddles. 

We have also shown great team work skills to create different jump and agility courses for the 

horses to use. Miss Nancy has been really impressed with our behaviour and safe choices whilst 

on the mini bus and at Pinkmead! 

In English, our focus text is “I am Enough” and we have been thinking about positive ways in 

which we can describe ourselves. We have learned how to use the conjunction ‘and’ to extend 

our descriptive sentences into expanded noun phrases. Miss Nancy is super proud of our 

writing! 

In Maths we have been using practical objects to understand how to double numbers and 

become more fluent with our number bonds to 10 and 20. 

We have been thinking about the concept of ‘Welcoming’ during our RE sessions and have had 

some really thoughtful discussions about how people may feel if we are unkind to others or 

make people feel left out. We noticed the link between our school grown-ups waving to us to 

welcome us into school in the mornings to the people of Jerusalem waving palm leaves at Jesus 

to welcome him to Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. 

During our Thrive sessions, we have been playing team work games to build our relationships 

with our peers and also thinking about who we know that looks after us. We thought about how 

we have people at home and school who care about us and keep us safe, and made ‘thank you’ 

cards for them.  

 



 

 



 



 

 



 



 

 



 

 



 



 



 



Zola - School Dog update  

 

Health and Wellbeing  

We have introduced a new snack menu in-line with our mission to be a Healthy High 5 School. 

These are the snacks we will provide to all children every day.  

 



 

 

The dates and contacts bit 

The best way to speak to us about your child: 

If you would like to talk about your child's learning please use the home school communication 

book. Our phone lines are open from 08:30 to 16:00 Monday to Thursday and until 15:30 on a 

Friday and we commit to responding to your calls and emails within 2 working days. 

If you have any concerns, thoughts, ideas, please share them with us at 

tellus@vermontschool.co.uk.  

INSET and key dates for this year  

• 13th April 2026 - Structured conversation day  

• 1st June 2026 - INSET day  

• 20th, 21st and 22nd July 2026 - INSET days  

Upcoming Dates 

• National Storytelling Week - 2nd-6th February  

• Safter Internet Day - 10th February  

mailto:tellus@vermontschool.co.uk


Online Safety 

We have been made aware of a pop-up that is appearing on Roblox, encouraging children to 

download an app called pollybuzz (or pollyfuzz in some spelling cases). The app seems quite 

simple where children are asked questions, and it generates an Artificial Intelligence 'friend' - 

this starts off quite innocently but then begins to show extreme content (including suicide, self-

harm and pornography). Please remind children about not clicking on pop-ups in games and to 

report anything that is worrying or inappropriate to a trusted adult. 

There are also some links here that may help. 

https://www.itv.com/watch/news/extremist-content-exposed-on-gaming-platform-

roblox/z0htgkh 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/online-safety-blog/roblox/  

Please click on the link here to see some free online course for parents and carers to access in 

regards to online safety. 

 

https://www.itv.com/watch/news/extremist-content-exposed-on-gaming-platform-roblox/z0htgkh
https://www.itv.com/watch/news/extremist-content-exposed-on-gaming-platform-roblox/z0htgkh
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/online-safety-blog/roblox/
https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/online-safety-for-parents-3386699


 

 



 

Mobile Phone Safety  

Mobile phones are becoming an everyday part of children and young people’s lives, bringing 

many benefits for learning, communication, and staying connected. However, it’s important that 

phones are set up safely and appropriately for a child’s age and stage of development. 

Parental and adult controls are a key tool in helping to keep children safe online. These controls 

allow adults to: 

• Limit access to age-inappropriate websites, apps, and content 

• Set screen-time limits and downtime 

• Approve app downloads and in-app purchases 

• Monitor or restrict contact with unknown users 

Most smartphones and tablets include built-in parental control settings, and mobile network 

providers also offer filters that can block adult or unsuitable content. Taking time to set these up 

when a child first gets a phone can make a big difference. 

Locking down phones to age-appropriate content doesn’t mean removing independence, it’s 

about creating a safe digital environment. Controls can be gradually adjusted as children grow 

older, helping them learn to manage technology responsibly while still having appropriate 

safeguards in place. 

Alongside technical settings, open conversations are just as important. Encourage children to 

talk about what they see online, who they communicate with, and to ask for help if something 

makes them feel uncomfortable. Reminding them not to share personal information and to 

think carefully before posting or messaging can help build good digital habits. 



By combining parental controls, age-appropriate settings, and regular conversations, we can 

help children enjoy the benefits of mobile technology while staying safe and supported. 

Thrive 

The children at Vermont School are here because they have an education health and care plan 

which has social emotional and mental health as one of their primary areas of need. The Thrive 

approach is about having an understanding of neuroscience (brain development), children 

development and attachment theory.  

We identify possible gaps in development and help to fill those gaps using a creative and playful 

approach. Thrive is preventative, reparative, pragmatic and easy to use.  

Thrive Practice 

Each and every one of our children will benefit from Thrive practice and we currently have two 

Thrive Licensed Practitioners in training at the school: Miss Louisa and Miss Alana.  The changes 

that Thrive has brought about can already be seen in the language used with children and also 

in the activities that children take part in an all our pupils are already making fantastic progress.  

Please take a look at our website - under curriculum for full details of what Thrive looks like at 

school.  If you would like to find out any more about Thrive, please let us know at 

tellus@vermontschool.co.uk.  



 



 

Families trial new digital support to help children with ADHD sleep 

better 

https://www.southampton.ac.uk/ctu/news/2025/11/families-trial-new-digital-support-to-help-

children-with-adhd-sleep-better.page  

https://www.southampton.ac.uk/ctu/news/2025/11/families-trial-new-digital-support-to-help-children-with-adhd-sleep-better.page
https://www.southampton.ac.uk/ctu/news/2025/11/families-trial-new-digital-support-to-help-children-with-adhd-sleep-better.page


News from around the city 
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