
Vermont News 5 December 2025 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

The wet weather seems determined to stay with us a little longer, so please ensure children 

come to school with spare clothes. They love playing outdoors in all conditions, and we want 

them to stay comfortable throughout the day.  

This week, the children have continued their preparations for the Christmas Fayre. There’s a 

wonderful buzz around school as they work on their creations, and they can’t wait to share their 

hard work with you.  

If you’re able to donate any raffle prizes, we would be most grateful. Donations can be popped 

into reception at your convenience, every contribution helps make our Fayre a great success.  

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. We’re looking forward to a magical few 

weeks ahead!             

If you have any thoughts, concerns, or ideas, please don’t hesitate to share them with us at 

tellus@vermontschool.co.uk. 

With best wishes,  

Louisa & The Vermont Team 



Attendance  

 

Each week we celebrate attendance. Our target is 90% 

Our whole school attendance this week was 90% 

Our class smashing attendance targets this week are: Turtles 98% 

Attendance HERO (Here Everyday Ready On Time)  

Our HEROs this week receiving a class cake for the best attending class in school is Turtles- Well 

done! 

You will receive an email every Friday with your child’s attendance percentage. This is to help 

keep you informed and up to date on your child’s attendance throughout the school year. 

This year, we are placing a strong focus on attendance, as we know how important it is for every 

child’s learning, progress, and wellbeing. Please know that our Attendance Lead, Sian, is here to 

offer support and guidance if you have any questions or concerns about your child’s 

attendance.    

 Get Ready for ‘In It to Win It’ this December!  

All through December, we are running our amazing ‘In It to Win It’ competition! 

On random days, there will be surprise prizes for children who are in school that day. 



Remember — if you’re not in school, you can’t win.  

Don’t miss a day… you never know when the next prize will appear! 

Our Learning  

In English the children have continued reading What If We Were All The Same by C.M Harris 

(Lower School) You Are A Champion by Marcus Rashford  (Upper School). These books underpin 

all of our work in Reading and Writing.  

 



 

The Titanic - History 

This half term in history, we will be learning about the Titanic. The children will have the 

opportunity to learn and explore a range of facts about the Titanic, including:  

• Understand what the Titanic was and why it is remembered  

• Learn about life on the Titanic  

• Find out who worked on the Titanic and what jobs they had  

• Explore why the Titanic was so important to Southampton 



 

Headteacher Award 

 

Caleb C - Turtles 

For working incredibly hard on your self regulation skills and the ability to verbally communicate 

when things are not going quite right, well done, we are so proud of you  



Rhinos 

 

This week has been a fantastic week of learning in class. The children have made great progress 

in their English, confidently identifying and using adverbials, adjectives, nouns, and verbs in 

their writing. In maths, they have been working hard on addition and subtraction using the 

column method, showing real accuracy and focus. Out in the woods, they have been 

collaborating brilliantly playing together, supporting one another, and demonstrating excellent 

teamwork during games. In science, we have continued to work scientifically as we explore the 

human body and deepen our understanding of how it functions. The children also had great fun 

taking part in a blind taste test, which sparked lots of discussion and curiosity. They have 

enjoyed studying two very different artists, Picasso and Frida Kahlo, and have created 

imaginative portraits inspired by their unique styles. Overall, it has been a busy, creative, and 

rewarding week! 

 



 

 



 

 

 



Pastoral 

 

We are now well into the school year and have been actively carrying out interventions with our 

children, as well as regularly checking in to support their ongoing well being. Zola, our school 

dog, continues to be a wonderful presence in the school. She enjoys spending time with the 

children and especially loves playing ball with them on the playground.  



 

Health and Wellbeing  

We have introduced a new snack menu in-line with our mission to be a Healthy High 5 School. 

These are the snacks we will provide to all children every day.  



 

 

 

The dates and contacts bit 

The best way to speak to us about your child: 

If you would like to talk about your child's learning please use the home school communication 

book. Our phone lines are open from 08:30 to 16:00 Monday to Thursday and until 15:30 on a 

Friday and we commit to responding to your calls and emails within 2 working days. 

If you have any concerns, thoughts, ideas, please share them with us at 

tellus@vermontschool.co.uk.  

mailto:tellus@vermontschool.co.uk


Upcoming dates 

• 19th December  2025 - Christmas Fayre and early finish (12.30pm) 

• 5th January - Structured conversation day - meeting times will be sent out this half term  

INSET and key dates for this year  

• 5th January 2026 - Structured conversation day  

• 13th April 2026 - Structured conversation day  

• 1st June 2026 - INSET day  

• 20th, 21st and 22nd July 2026 - INSET days  

Online Safety 

We have been made aware of a pop-up that is appearing on Roblox, encouraging children to 

download an app called pollybuzz (or pollyfuzz in some spelling cases). The app seems quite 

simple where children are asked questions, and it generates an Artificial Intelligence 'friend' - 

this starts off quite innocently but then begins to show extreme content (including suicide, self-

harm and pornography). Please remind children about not clicking on pop-ups in games and to 

report anything that is worrying or inappropriate to a trusted adult. 

There are also some links here that may help. 

https://www.itv.com/watch/news/extremist-content-exposed-on-gaming-platform-

roblox/z0htgkh 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/online-safety-blog/roblox/  

Please click on the link here to see some free online course for parents and carers to access in 

regards to online safety. 

https://www.itv.com/watch/news/extremist-content-exposed-on-gaming-platform-roblox/z0htgkh
https://www.itv.com/watch/news/extremist-content-exposed-on-gaming-platform-roblox/z0htgkh
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/online-safety-blog/roblox/
https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/online-safety-for-parents-3386699


 

 



 

 

Thrive 

The children at Vermont School are here because they have an education health and care plan 

which has social emotional and mental health as one of their primary areas of need. The Thrive 

approach is about having an understanding of neuroscience (brain development), children 

development and attachment theory.  

We identify possible gaps in development and help to fill those gaps using a creative and playful 

approach. Thrive is preventative, reparative, pragmatic and easy to use.  

Thrive Practice 

Each and every one of our children will benefit from Thrive practice and we currently have two 

Thrive Licensed Practitioners in training at the school: Miss Louisa and Miss Alana.  The changes 

that Thrive has brought about can already be seen in the language used with children and also 

in the activities that children take part in an all our pupils are already making fantastic progress.  



Please take a look at our website - under curriculum for full details of what Thrive looks like at 

school.  If you would like to find out any more about Thrive, please let us know at 

tellus@vermontschool.co.uk.  

 



 

Families trial new digital support to help children with ADHD sleep 

better 

https://www.southampton.ac.uk/ctu/news/2025/11/families-trial-new-digital-support-to-help-

children-with-adhd-sleep-better.page  

https://www.southampton.ac.uk/ctu/news/2025/11/families-trial-new-digital-support-to-help-children-with-adhd-sleep-better.page
https://www.southampton.ac.uk/ctu/news/2025/11/families-trial-new-digital-support-to-help-children-with-adhd-sleep-better.page


News from around the city 

 



 

 



 

 


	Vermont News 5 December 2025
	Attendance
	Our Learning
	The Titanic - History
	Headteacher Award
	Rhinos
	Pastoral
	Health and Wellbeing
	Upcoming dates
	INSET and key dates for this year
	Online Safety
	Thrive
	Families trial new digital support to help children with ADHD sleep better
	News from around the city

