
Vermont News 24 October 2025 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

As we reach the end of a busy and successful half term, we want to thank all our children, 

families, and staff for their hard work, enthusiasm, and support. It’s been a wonderful start to 

the year and we have seen fantastic learning, creativity, and community spirit. 

We welcomed parent and carers in to school yesterday to discuss the progress we have been 

making since our Ofsted inspection. This was a great opportunity to share our journey with you. 

There will be another meeting next half term which will have further information in regards to 

the Academy Order. A date will be confirmed after half term.  

We wish everyone a relaxing and enjoyable half-term break. Have fun celebrating Halloween 

and remember to stay safe while you enjoy the festivities! 

We look forward to welcoming everyone back refreshed and ready for the next exciting half of 

the term on Tuesday 4th November 2025. 

If you have any thoughts, concerns, or ideas, please don’t hesitate to share them with us at 

tellus@vermontschool.co.uk. 

With best wishes,  

Louisa & The Vermont Team 



Attendance  

 

Each week we celebrate attendance. Our target is 90% 

Our whole school attendance this week was 87% 

Our class smashing attendance targets this week are: Pandas  93% 

Attendance HERO (Here Everyday Ready On Time)  

Our HEROs this week receiving a class cake for the best attending class in school is Pandas  - 

Well done! 

You will receive an email every Friday with your child’s attendance percentage. This is to help 

keep you informed and up to date on your child’s attendance throughout the school year. 

This year, we are placing a strong focus on attendance, as we know how important it is for every 

child’s learning, progress, and wellbeing. Please know that our Attendance Lead, Sian, is here to 

offer support and guidance if you have any questions or concerns about your child’s attendance. 



Our Learning  

In English the children have continued reading The Proudest Blue (Lower School) and The Boy at 

the Back of the Class (Upper School). These books underpin all of our work in Reading and 

Writing.  

Throughout our wider curriculum we will be exploring the theme Belong.  

We will be learning about belonging in Southampton, the history of the city, landmarks and 

attractions and what the city has to offer. 

 



 

Headteacher Award 

 

Harlow W - Turtles 

For showing incredible compassion, empathy and kindness towards others and being a true role 

model, well done we are so proud of you  

Headteacher's Special Mention  

Freddie K - Rhinos - For a settling so quickly into your new class, well done! 



Aston M - Pandas - For a fantastic attitude towards learning, well done! 

Turtles 

 

I cannot believe that our first half term as Turtle Class is almost over! It has been such a busy 

and fun half term and I am really impressed with how well the children have settled into 

Vermont life. 

This week we had our last alternative provision session at Southampton City Farm, where we 

took the goats for one last walk, groomed and fed the guinea pigs and held the chickens. We 

have absolutely loved our weekly visits to the farm but are looking forward to swimming after 

half term. 

We have been really interested in the changes in our outside space that autumn has brought 

and are particularly excited about Halloween. We have been putting our creative skills to good 

use to make leafy hedgehogs with the leaves that we collected and also design our very own 

pumpkins. Don't they look cool!  



 

 



 

 



 

Orangutans 

 

This week Orangutans have been using their social skills to explore their outside learning areas 

with other classes. We are creating valuable friendships and connections with our peers. 



 

Changes to the lunch Menu after half term 

 



 

 

Health and Wellbeing  

We have introduced a new snack menu in-line with our mission to be a Healthy High 5 School. 

These are the snacks we will provide to all children every day.  

 



 

 

The dates and contacts bit 

The best way to speak to us about your child: 

If you would like to talk about your child's learning please use the home school communication 

book. Our phone lines are open from 08:30 to 16:00 Monday to Thursday and until 15:30 on a 

Friday and we commit to responding to your calls and emails within 2 working days. 

If you have any concerns, thoughts, ideas, please share them with us at 

tellus@vermontschool.co.uk.  

Upcoming dates 

 

• 24th October - Last day of AUT1 term 

• 3rd November 2025 - Whole school INSET day  

• 4th November - Children back in school  

• 19th December  2025 - Christmas Fayre and early finish (12.30pm) 

INSET and key dates for this year  

 

mailto:tellus@vermontschool.co.uk


• 3rd November 2025 - INSET day 

• 5th January 2026 - Structured conversation day  

• 13th April 2026 - Structured conversation day  

• 1st June 2026 - INSET day  

• 20th, 21st and 22nd July 2026 - INSET days  

Online Safety 

Please click on the link here to see some free online course for parents and carers to access in 

regards to online safety. 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/online-safety-for-parents-3386699


 

 



 

Thrive 

The children at Vermont School are here because they have an education health and care plan 

which has social emotional and mental health as one of their primary areas of need. The Thrive 

approach is about having an understanding of neuroscience (brain development), children 

development and attachment theory.  

We identify possible gaps in development and help to fill those gaps using a creative and playful 

approach. Thrive is preventative, reparative, pragmatic and easy to use.  

Thrive Practice 

Each and every one of our children will benefit from Thrive practice and we currently have two 

Thrive Licensed Practitioners in training at the school: Miss Louisa and Miss Alana.  The changes 

that Thrive has brought about can already be seen in the language used with children and also 

in the activities that children take part in an all our pupils are already making fantastic progress.  

Please take a look at our website - under curriculum for full details of what Thrive looks like at 

school.  If you would like to find out any more about Thrive, please let us know at 

tellus@vermontschool.co.uk.  



 



 



News from around the city 
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